
Reception 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 

 

Celebrations  

Food 

 

Harvest 

Diwali 

Halloween 

Let’s Celebrate 

 

Bonfire Night 

Christmas 

 

 

Transport 

 

New Year                     

Chinese New 

Year 

Valentine’s Day        

 

Pets 

 

Mother’s Day 

Easter 

Growth 

 

 

The Farm 

 

Father’s Day 

PSE focus Settling in and 

building 

relationships. 

 

Jigsaw- Being 

Me in My World 

Jigsaw- 

Celebrating 

Difference 

 

Jigsaw- Dreams 

and Goals 

 

Jigsaw- Healthy 

Me 

 

Jigsaw- 

Relationships 

 

Jigsaw- 

Changing Me 

 

CL focus Listening and 

responding. 

Learning and 

retelling stories. 

Sharing ideas 

and speaking to 

an audience. 

Speaking and 

using language 

to compare 

different types 

of transport. 

Speaking in full, 

clear sentences. 

Understanding- 

answering how 

and why 

questions. 

Talking about 

past and future 

events. 

Talking about 

past and future 

events. 

PD focus Getting 

changed for PE. 

Managing own 

personal 

hygiene without 

adult support. 

Getting 

changed for PE. 

Travelling 

around safely. 

Moving in 

different ways.  

Getting 

changed for PE. 

Obstacle 

course. 

Scissor skills. 

Getting 

changed for PE. 

Gross and fine 

motor skills. 

Scissor skills. 

Getting 

changed for PE. 

Staying Healthy- 

eating, sleeping 

and keeping our 

bodies fit and 

healthy. 

Getting 

changed for PE. 

Throwing and 

catching ball 

skills. 

Sports Day. 

 

Literacy focus Recognise and 

write own 

name. 

Focus on 

correct letter 

formation. 

Focus on 

correct letter 

formation. 

Focus on 

correct letter 

formation. 

Writing simple 

sentences. 

Instruction 

writing. 

Write simple 

sentences. 
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Ascribe 

meaning to the 

letter shapes 

and marks they 

make. 

Pencil grip/ 

control. 

Hearing and 

writing sounds in 

words. 

Write labels. 

 

 

Hearing and 

writing sounds in 

words. 

Write labels. 

Non-fiction 

writing. 

Phonics 

(Read Write Inc. 

Phonics 

Scheme) 

Speed sounds 

Set 1 and 

beginning to 

blend 

Speed sounds 

Set 1 and 

blending 

Speed sounds 

Set 1 and 2 and 

blending 

Speed sounds 

Set 1 and 2 and 

blending 

Speed sounds 

Set 1, and 2 and 

blending 

Speed sounds 

Set 1 and 2 and 

blending 

Maths Focus Counting 

reliably and 

reading/ 

recognising 

numbers. 

Counting 

objects by 

saying one 

number name 

for each item. 

Exploring 

characteristics 

of everyday 

objects and 2D 

shapes.  

Naming and 

describing 2D 

shapes. 

Using language 

linked to money. 

Comparing 

groups of 

objects/ more or 

less. 

Counting two 

groups of 

objects to find 

the total. 

Recognising, 

matching and 

estimating 

numbers. 

Counting 

reliably. 

Ordering and 

comparing 

weights and 

heights. 

Comparing 

groups of 

objects/ more or 

less. 

Counting two 

groups of 

objects to find 

the total. 

Using objects to 

take away and 

count how 

many are left.  

Naming and 

describing 3D 

shapes. 

Using language 

linked to time. 

Recognising, 

matching and 

estimating 

numbers to 20. 

Finding one 

more and one 

less from groups 

of up to 20 

objects. 

Counting on 

and counting 

back. 

Ordering 

numbers to 20. 

Creating and 

describing 

patterns. 

Doubling, 

halving and 

sharing. 

Using positional 

language. 

Consolidation. 

Understanding 

the world focus 

Exploring our 

new classroom. 

Festivals around 

the world. 

Journeys that 

we have been 

Caring for other 

animals. Building 

and balancing 

Focus on 

growth. 

Animals and 

their young. 
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Likes and 

dislikes. 

Looking at 

season 

changes- 

Summer to 

Autumn. 

Learning about 

family customs 

and traditions. 

on with our 

families. 

Looking at 

season 

changes- 

Autumn to 

Winter. 

to create 

enclosures. 

Planting 

different types 

of seeds. 

Make 

observations of 

plants. 

Looking at 

season 

changes- Winter 

to Spring. 

Different 

habitats. 

 

Science Baking bread. 

 

Baking mince 

pies. 

  Making Easter 

nests- melting 

chocolate. 

Science day 

experiment. 

The Potting 

Shed- 

Planting bulbs 

and seeds. 

 

Computing  iPads and 

Laptops – 

learning how to 

use them. Swipe 

to operate a 

device and start 

a programme. 

iPads and 

Laptops – 

learning how to 

use them. Swipe 

to operate a 

device and start 

a programme. 

iPads- Paint 

programme 

iPads- Paint 

programme 

Completing 

simple programs 

on a computer. 

Completing 

simple programs 

on a computer. 

Beebots. 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Painting using 

brushes/ hands/ 

vegetables. 

Painting self-

portraits. 

Using clay and 

salt dough. 

Song time- 

learning a 

range of 

Making fireworks 

pictures. 

Christmas cards. 

Dancing to 

Christmas music. 

Christmas tree 

decorations. 

Song time- 

learning songs 

Junk modelling 

and 

construction 

with a purpose 

in mind. 

Making different 

vehicles. 

Song time- 

songs linked to 

Using shapes to 

create pictures. 

Creating story 

maps. 

Mother’s Day 

cards. 

Easter activities. 

Song time 

Talking about 

their art work 

and the steps 

they took to 

produce 

independent 

work. 

Song time 

Patterns and 

animal masks. 

Music 

movement and 

memory. 

Song time 
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songs/nursery 

rhymes. 

for Christmas 

nativity.  

transport and 

vehicles. 

Role Play House/ 

Shop 

House/ 

Santa’s 

Workshop 

House/ Car 

wash and train 

station 

House/ Vets House/ Baby 

clinic 

House/ Garden 

centre 

Workshops for 

parents 

Phonics 

workshop 

 

 

 

Play and stay 

 

 Play and stay 

 

 

Visits/Visitors Steve the Chef. Steve the Chef. 

Road safety. 

Pantomime. 

Theatre visit in 

school. 

Visit to pet shop. 

Steve the Chef. 

 Visit to farm. 

Steve the Chef. 

 


